


THE LAYMAN’S INFORMATION SERVICE 


Condensed, Non-Denominational, Non-Partisan 





A report on inner trends and forecasts of significant devel- 
opments pertinent to Christian thinking, dedicated to the 
preservation of the American way of life through the re- 


a. 


vival and extension of Christian sharing and the preven- 
tion of war by the revelation and correction 
of the causes of war. 


Reentered as second class matter March 28, 1946 at the post office at Demarest, N. J., under the Act of March 3, 1899. 
Published twice monthly except June, July and August, when it is published monthly. 


$1.00 a year. 





CuarLes A. WELLS, 
Editor and Publisher 


Publication Office: Box 269, Demarest, New Jersey 
Editorial Office: 152 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 


Vol. VII, No. 19 
November 22, 1948 





Anti-Trust Revelations 


Little has been reported about 
the Federal anti-trust conviction 
against the General Electric cor- 
poration for conspiring to monopo- 
lize trade and commerce in this 
and foreign countries in the field 
of hard metal compositions and 
products. The verdict leaves the 
officials of the company subject to 
fines of $25,000 each and possible 
imprisonment of five years each. It 
was brought out in this trial that 
the G. E. groups carried out secret 
agreements with the Krupp Works 
ot Nazi Germany to fix prices, lim- 
it production, eliminate competi- 
tion and otherwise control and re- 
strict the development and produc- 
tion of those hard metals produced 
by the American and German cor- 
porations. 

The indictment involved cutting 
edges for tools, nibs for dies and 
other fabricated hard metals “char- 
acterized by the quality of great 
hardness, toughness and of great 
importance to the manufacturing 
industry of the U. S., particularly 
to such industries engaged in 
manufacturing equipment for na- 
tional offense.” 
in great demand in the automobile, 
aircraft, tank, shipbuilding, muni- 
tions and other heavy production 
industries. 


Such meials were 


In other words, the Department 
of Justice reports emphasized that 
the production of America’s de- 
fense weapons were held up and 
the lives of many jeopardized by 
inadequate defensive weapons be- 
cause of the secret agreements be- 
tween a Nazi controlled industry 
and America’s great G. E. corpor- 
ation. 

The Krupp works in Germany 
sold tungsten carbide at $48 a 
pound, and its use increased enor- 
mously, resulting in a great speed- 
up in the production of equipment 
for the Nazi war machine. While 
in the U. S., General Electric and 
its subsidiaries kept the price up 


(continued on NEXT page) 


The Editor Speaking — Repentance and Peace: 

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, one of the world’s foremost nuclear 
scientists and war-time head ot the Los Almos Atom Bomb Laboratory, 
recently stated in the Technology Review: 

“The experience of the war... has left us with a legacy of con- 
.. Nowhere is this troubled sense of responsibility more acute... 
than among those who participated in the development of atomic energy 
tor military purposes . 


cern . 


.. In some sort of crude sense which no vulgarity, 
no humor, no over-statement can quite extinguish, the physicists have 
known sin; and that is a knowledge which they cannot lose.” 

This courageous, frank statement reveals the feeling of many of 
those sensitive eminent minds who unleashed war’s worst fury upon the 
earth. If the politicians, diplomats and the military could only develop 
sufficient intellectual and spiritual maturity to share this common guilt 
for war, peace would come much closer. For then, all the little people of 
the earth—who now are beginning to fear America and increasingly to 
despise us, as the weak always inevitably despise the strong,—would turn 
to us with a new-born reverence and hope. We would find in our hands 
a new weapon against Russia’s communism,—a weapon as much greater 
than Soviet guns as the atom is greater than the sword. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


RANSITION IN ASIA: As we mentioned months ago, the Soviet 
is using the present anti-Russian hysteria centering in Europe, and 
especially now the tensions around Berlin, as a smoke screen to cover far 
more important objectives. Contrary to the popular impression, Moscow 
looks with much more interest upon the evolving life of Asia than upon 
the European and western arena. Since 1923 the Communists have been 
doing their utmost to capitalize upon the break-up of white imperialism. 
Most western viewpoints blame communism for the unrest in 
Asia—and current press reports keep up that unfortunate misinterpre- 
tation of the facts. But the sharp-eyed Communist revolutionary merely 
watched the white man march blindly to the end of the imperial’ road. 
of alien rule and exploitation, then cashed in on the events and passions 
of the crumbling era. Had Russia not even existed, the rebellion of Asia 
would have come just the same. 

But Russia does exist and the Soviet is seizing the golden hour. 
Tlow are the white imperialists meeting it? The London Tories were 
fortunately side-tracked in time for the British Labor Government to 
save some of the rapidly dwindling good will and thus the trade of the 
great Indian areas. If Churchill’s crowd had stayed in, the mounting 
hatreds would have dissolved British ties to India and Burma in vio- 
lence; whereas profitable trade relations have been continued today on 
a dominion basis. 

For a time it seemed that the Dutch East Indies and French 
Indo-China could be saved by compromise, but, as usual in colony-empire 
relations, the concessions were too late and too littlheand given with 
ill grace. Only when the Dutch were helpless did they acquiese in a new 
deal for Indonesia. And with victory they tried to renege on many 
points. The French did the same in Indo-China. And until the war was 
over the British would not face the changes in Malaya, and while meet- 
ing the emergency in India with remarkable foresight they strangely 
failed in Malaya. For the British in Malaya and the Dutch and French, 
the hope of a peaceful settlement constantly dwindles, for now neither 


(continued on NEXT page) 


Welfare Funds 


Strike news frequently plays up 
“welfare fund” demands as a main 
issue between labor and manage- 
ment. But little is said about what 
these special funds are for—funds 
to be set up through contributions 
from both employee and employer. 
John L. Lewis, for instance, has 
succeeded in setting up such a sys- 
tem in the coal industry against 
the bitter and determined opposi- 
tion of the coal operators. The 
Auto Workers unions will soon be 
including a demand for welfare 
funds in their askings, as will the 
steel workers, the railroad brother- 
hoods,—in fact all organized labor 
realizes that John L. Lewis has 
been doing some important ice- 
breaking on this front. 

But it did not begin with John 
L. Lewis. Several unions that deal 
with smaller independent business- 
es have had the benefit of “wel- 
fare” systems for several years. 

One of the biggest unions of the 
printing trades has had a welfare 
program in operation for over a 
generation. At their national head- 
quarters in Tennessee, they have a 
large school with the most modern 
equipment where apprentice press- 
men are taught by expert instruc- 
tors provided by the union. There 
is a large hospital, a sanitarium, a 
health resort, rest cottages and va- 
eation facilities, along with a 
home for elderly workers who are 
living in retirement. It is a great 
“welfare city” maintained by the 
pressman’s union for their mem- 
bers, providing needed services 
which the average worker could 
not afford for himself or his family 
but which are made possible by 
the combined resources of the or- 
ganized workers with the coopera- 
tion of the businesses they serve. 

Another such welfare fund de- 
velopment is that of the Interna- 
tional Ladies Garment Workers 
Union, an old and respected labor 
organization, headed by David Du- 


(continued on THIRD page) 








Anti-Trust Revelations 


(continued) 
at $453 a pound, almost 10 times 
the German price. Thus the ma- 
terial was searce and little used, 
and U. S. production for both 
peace and war seriously curtailed. 


Beeause of GE’s huge advertis- 
ing contracts these important re- 
ports have been treated very softly. 
And the men found guilty by this 
court action appear to be second 
string officials of the great GE 
combine. But it is improbable that 


such deals could have been put 
over without the knowledge and 
assistance of top rank officials. 


Could it be that lesser lights are 


“taking the rap” for the big 
names ¢ 
THE PUBLIC INTEREST: 


The Dept. of Justice has also an- 
nounced recently that it had re- 
ceived a consent decree, through a 
Federal court judgement, ordering 
18 stainless steel companies to stop 
the practices of price fixing, sti- 


fling competition and _ restraint 
of trade The head of the anti-trust 
division, Asst. Attorney General 


Herbert A. Bergson, stated “The 
publie interest requires that this 
relatively new industry be allowed 
to develop on an unrestricted and 
competitive basis. The stimulus of 
competition is essential to its 
maximum development.” The con- 
sent decree in the case, accepted 
by the companies, enjoins them 
from exchanging so-called “ad- 
vance information” to arrange 
uniform bidding on government 
contracts. 

Thus, several great American 
corporations, which have much to 
their advertising 
maintaining “free enterprise,” re- 
that their 
idea of free enterprise is in prac- 


say in about 


veal in court records 


tice the freedom to strangle the 
little business men at the bottom. 





Religious Intolerance 


One of the rare instances where 
news of the persecution of Protes- 
tants by Catholics appeared in the 
U.S. press was a recent AP story 
from Mexico reporting the effort 
of Mexican Protestants to organize 
a central publicity office to publi- 
«ize all instances of Protestant per- 
secution. A widespread flurry of 
persecution against the Protestants 
in Mexico has oceurred during 
past months, and Protestant lead- 
ers believe that there are enough 
fair-minded Catholics in Mexico 
to bring pressure against the hier- 
archy to end these persecutions if 
the news of the outrages could be 
publicized. The Catholic Arch- 
bishop of Mexico has in the past 
Catholic groups not to 
molest the Protestants but in al- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


ordered 


X-Ray and Fereeast (continued) 


side trusts the other.—neither is conciliatory. neither is innocent of in- 
cidents arising out of suspicion. And so points that might have been 
acceptable three years ago are not acceptable now. Yet there must be 
a settlement and the design of the settlement -is evident, though many 
will tind it hard to take. But the pre-war status is ended. Inevitable 
trends which the British recognized in India are likewise true in all of 
Asia. Independence for all the colonies is inevitable and the longer it 
is postponed the more violently the changes wil! come. The colonials 
don’t want Russia’s help, but if it’s all the help they can tind, they’ll 
take it. Nearly all the new-born governments of Asia are moving toward 
different forms of socialism. If western tinancial interests, with heavy 
investments in Asia, were wise they would use their intluence to further 
the establishment of a bulwark against Com- 
munist expansion. But if these same western interests continue to use 
American and British diplomacy and military power to block social and 
economic reforms, more radical developments will inevitably come. 

The Christian missionary program is deeply involved in this great 
transition. In the Far East it has been unavoidably linked with white 
imperialism, an alliance that should have been broken years ago so that 
the cross would not have stood side by side with the British pound and 
the American dollar until the last hour of the white man’s fading 
splendor. 

Some missionary societies have not even yet unbent and moved 
into the new day. But they will have to close their boohs—until a new 
generation of 


moderate socialism as 


more adventuresome Christian spirits emerge who can 
match the imagination, challenge and daring of the Communist organ- 
izer. 

ETRAYAL: We have mentioned that, while American tax money 

was being used by the billions to help the people of Greece, Italy 
and elsewhere, in many of these places the people of wealth were filtering 
off American dollars for their own selfish gain and were paying very 
little taxes themselves 





if any. This news has been generally ignored 
for it might embarrassingly reveal how powerful are the influences in 
America protecting these old regimes of Europe from an enforced re- 
formation as our dollars go in to rebuild their shattered factories and 
mills. These wealthy European cliques are the continental partners of 
many of our largest industrial enterprises here—and reform in Europe 
means “social zation” and that is not a weleome word among American 
millionaires. But the betrayal of the American taxpayer is slowly leak- 
ing out. Several admissions have been made in recent news reports 
(N. Y. Times. Oct. 30) from Greece that the wealthy controlling in- 
fuences in Athens are not only guilty of directing American dollars 
toward their own further enrichment but have been obviously prolonging 
the civil war to guarantee the continual flow of more American dollars! 
Also, a Chicago Daily News foreign service dispatch from Rome re- 
cently stated that it was now being openly admitted that the rich Italians 
were dodging taxes,—paying practically no taxes at all. “Why should 
we pay taxes—let the Americans help Italy.” So the American tax pay- 
ers foot the bill for European recovery while the wealth of Europe is 
kept hidden. 

HAT NEXT? Before the election several leading industrial and 

financial groups in Wall St., who were heavy Dewey sponsors, had 
planned several secret. and not-so-secret meetings to chart the next steps 
in putting the country back on a big business basis. They were contem- 
platiifg further decreases of taxes in the upper income brackets; higher 
interest rates on bank investments; curtailments of government restric- 
tions on security promotion and trading; more and sharper teeth for 
anti-labor laws. These men saw no reason why, with the GOP dominant 
in the White House and Congress. the center of the boom couldn’t be 
shifted higher up. The worker’s pockets were full of money—money that 
couldn’t buy very much of course—but the worker was still too busy 
counting his inereased wages to notice much about what was being 
planned over his head. The 80th GOP Congress had already lowered 
taxes in the upper brackets without the folks at the bottom catching on 
that many wealthy families were again able to operate on a pre-war 
luxury seale. So hadn’t the time come to finish killing off the last roots 
of the New Deal? 

KILL THE BOOM? Now there has been a lot of ironie kidding 
around financial circles about what has become of these conference 
plans, but beneath the kidding there is a note of threat. With the col- 
lapse of the Dewey “putsch”, what will these powerful groups do? Their 
investment holdings,—through public utility, railroad, banking stocks, 
etc..—reach into every state and city. 

We believe there will be a defin:te effort by these forces to pull 
the legs out from under the present boom. If it can’t be a GOP boom 
(continued on NEXT page) 








Religious Intolerance 


(continued) 


most every such pronouncement 
he has qualified his statement in a 
way that nullified its influence. 
The AP report, for instance, 
quoted the Archbishop as saying, 
apropos of the new Protestant pub- 
licity move, that he had been con- 
cerned over the reports of Catho- 
lies persecuting the evangelicals 
and has issued instructions to all 
Mexican Catholies “to be tolerant 
and lead a Christian life.” But the 
Bishop added “the Mexican char- 
acter with its long record of vio- 
lenee might be partly responsible 
for the persecutions. The Protes- 
tants too are to blame. What do 
they expect when they go into a 
Catholic community and try to re- 
cruit members where there were 
none before?” Does the bishop 
mean that Protestants in America 
would be justified in persecuting 
Catholics when they first start 
their work in areas entirely 
Protestant ? 

MEXICAN PROTESTANTS 
in Rio Verde were attacked during 
their evening worship service on 
Aug. 13 by a crowd summoned to 
the Catholie church by the ringing 
of the bell and told by the priest 
to disperse the Protestant meeting 
“in defense of their religion.” The 
worshippers were threatened and 
the mob demanded that the minis- 
ter (a former priest) be delivered 
to them for “lynching.” The con- 
gregation refused; several were 
injured, ineluding a visiting mis- 
sionary, and the building was dam- 
aged before the police arrived. But 
no arrests were made and the next 
day the Catholics appeared before 
the town authorities to denounce 
the Protestants as “corrupters of 
children.” This incident was _ re- 
ported in Time Magazine of Mex- 
ico, Aug. 27. 

SPANISH PROTESTANTS: 
A prominent Baptist leader, re- 
cently returned from Spain, con- 
firms from his own observation the 
reports which Between The Lines 
ran recently on persecution of 
Protestants in Spain. In the N. Y. 
Times Oct. 10, Dr. Stanley I. 
Stuber, National Director of Pub- 
licity for the Northern Baptist 
Convention, stated that he had 
visited churches in Madrid where 
the pews and furniture had been 
hacked to pieces by mobs (incited 
by Catholie Action groups - ed.) ; 
that he had seen documented evi- 
dence and received first hand re- 
ports from American Protestant 
workers of even worse conditions 
existing in the rural areas outside 
of Madrid. (The editor of Between 
The Lines reported on similar 


personal observations in Spain in 
the issue of Sept. 6, 1948). 








Welfare Funds 


(continued) 


binsky, who is highly regarded by 
all business interests familiar with 
the garment trade. A few miles out 
ot New York this union main- 
tains “Unity House,” a thousand- 
acre former millionaire’s estate 
which was taken over several years 
ago for the union’s recreation and 
vacation center. Every year over 
300,000 workers are entertained 
there,—with swimming, dancing, 
sun bathing or resting at the ex- 
pense of their welfare fund. Most 
of these workers could never afford 
anything more than a Saturday 
afternoon at Coney Island before 
this welfare fund became operative. 
But now, aside from their vacation 
provisions, they are provided with 
the best medical care and hospitali- 
zation facilities available in the 
communities where they live, along 
with accident and death benefits, 
pensions at 65,—all under the wel- 
fare fund. In such industrial oceu- 
pations as coal mining, where a 
high rate of industrial accidents 
and oeceupational diseases are 
found, the welfare fund also means 
a system of rehabilitation for the 
in ured worker—a program the 
coal miners union has already set 
up. (See Between The Lines, Sept. 
6, 1948). 


It is highly significant that the 
printing trade and garment work- 
eis unions—which deal with small 
independent businesses — were 
about the first to be able to accom- 
plish these advances for their 
workers while the great corpora- 
tion industries such as coal, steel, 
auto manufacturing, etc., have 
fought and still are fighting all 
such programs with a tenacity and 
blind bitterness that reveals more 
about the mentality of great cor- 
poration leadership than any writ- 
ten word could ever portray. 


The great financial houses that 
control the coal mines and _ steel 
corporations have considered it 
their right to hire young men, use 
them up like any other “raw ma- 
terial” and dump them out pre- 
maturely aged and often injured 
and crippled for life without any 
thought of responsibility for the 
workers and their dependents. This 
speaks volumes about the moral 
and social nature of the men who 
have sat in controls over much of 
our financial and industrial life. 

The smaller independent busi- 
ness man who ran a print shop or 
small garment factory was more 
intimately associated with his 
workers, was more able to see the 
inevitability of the trend toward 
cooperative care of the workers 
welfare and community needs,— 
and has thus made a noteworthy 
contribution to normal construc- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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We like to picture the Pilgrim Fathers on Thanksgiving day 
as feasting on the bounties of their first fruits. But this genera- 
tion needs to contemplate ‘he fact that the fruiis upon which they 
feasted were wrung out of a stubborn wilderness with unending 
toil and with a strength that could never have endured had it not 
been for the support of ardent prayer and a living faith. We find 
ourselves today caught in a wilderness of increasing economic 
and social difficulties,—both at home and abroad. We have 
squandered much of our resources, both spiritual and physical. If 
we are to husband our remaining treasures and rebuild our na- 
tion into the great structure worthy of our past, we will have to 
recapture a faith and energy distinctly missing in today’s life. 
Technological improvements cannot substitute for energy; and 
labor-saving gadgets in the home cannot take the place of family 
prayer and an abiding faith. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


with its center focussing nearer the top—then why not kill it? We have 
heard too many intimations from various sources for them to be ig- 
nored. The boom so far was a war-time, Roosevelt boom,—its momentum 
so deep and powerful that until] now nothing much could be done about 
it,—besides, there was the prospect of drawing its lush center nearer the 
top incomes through a solid political shift. These men hated Roosevelt 
with a poisoning vicious hatred. The writings of Westbrook Pegler and 
George Sokolsky, their favorite columnists, give you a taste of that. 
They now hate Truman no less. They hated Roosevelt, for he had been 
one of their own and betrayed. them. They hate Truman as an upstart, 
eall him a tin horn who has over-reached himself. In fact, that was the 
undertone of the anti-Truman campaign propaganda. 

SQUEEZE PLAY: These men mav now try to put the squeeze 
on—they could make it hard for the average business man to get neces- 
sary credit. That kind of silent squeeze can start trouble for tens of 
thousands of businesses that have boomed during the war but do not 
have enough reserves to carry on without borrowing. And they employ 
millions, henee such a clamp-down could start serious unemployment. 
Our boom is distended so tightly now that it wouldn’t take many such 
maneuvers to pull the props out from under a top heavy balance. These 
powerful financial figures can also tighten on bank credits for they con- 
trol wide areas of financing in every state in the union; they can stop 
plant expansion where thousands of men have secured new jobs. The 
wires they could pull are many. 

WILL TRUMAN FIGHT BACK? Mr. Truman will be tempted 
to fight back by continuing to whip up the war scare and, through the 
public support of a re-armament program, keep a forced economy going 
at top speed. Mr. Truman has already allowed himself to become the 
willing tool of military men who are grossly misjudging the nature of 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Welfare Funds 


tive American social progress. But 
if the men who control the billions 
of dollars and thousands of work- 
ers do not awaken, if they continue 
to oppose and block normal prog- 
ress, it will be they who will make 
abnormal violent changes inevi- 
table. 





The French Coal Strike 


The usual reports on the stra- 
tegiec and dangerous Communist- 
led coal strikes in France have piec- 
tured the situation as simply a 
Communist stunt to block the Mar- 
shall plan. One syndicated news- 
writer, however, courageously 
broke through with facts vividly 
revealing the background of the 
Communist efforts. W. H. Newton. 


Secripps-Howard writer, reports 
from Northern France: “This 
shabby little mining town and 


dozens of others like it are in a 
no-man’s-land of cold war between 
the western democracies and Rus- 
sia. Freneh coal miners are on a 
strike started Oct. 4 by the Com- 
munist-dominated miners’ union. 
The miners support the strike be- 
cause they need higher wages. The 
Communists called it because they 
want to wreck European. recovery 
and plans for defense of western 
Europe. 


“You find strange things here 
amid the ugly slag piles and the 
mine tipples. You find men who do 
not know what the Marshall Plan 
is but only that they hate it. You 
find decent men who follow the 
Communists because after 30 years 
in the mine pits they look at their 
work-worn hands and find them 
empty of bread. 


“You find men and women 
shouting bitter Communist slogans, 
not because they believe them or 
even know what they mean, but 
because they are overcome by frus- 
tration and beggared of hope. You 
can see how the efficient, patient, 
utterly callous work of the Com- 
munists pays off.” 


But Mr. Newton does not tell 
why the miners hate the Marshall 
Plan. It is because they feel that 
most of the Marshall dollars are 
being used to restore the prosperi- 
ty and fortunes of the industrial 
monopolies and cartels which have 
bled France white and which are 
willing to cooperate with American 
trade expansion plans for a share 
in the profits—even though it 
brings unemployment to France. 


Mr. Newton’s report provides 
more concrete evidence that guns 
and dollars cannot prevent the ex- 
pansion of communism. It is only 
by the alleviation of hunger, mis- 
ery and frustration that the poison- 
ous waters of communism can be 


held back. 





The Moving Spotlight 
MILITARISM the tax- 
payer about 30 billion a year at 
That appropria- 
the Navy, <Air 


interest on War debts, care 


costs 
present. covers 


tions for Army, 
C‘orps, 
of veterans, pensions, and arming 


La 


other nations. The editor of 
bor” aptly reminds that this means 
over $1000 a vear for the average 
family of tive. With the additional 
funds the military are asking, the 
cost will be boosted to nearly 40 
billion—that will 
$1400 for family of 
When vou balance that against the 


mean over 


every tive. 
average family income in America, 
you can see where militarism is 
leading us—toward bankruptcy. 
WITHHOLDING WAR TAX: 
Traditionally a people opposed to 
war and violence, certain Quakers 
are refusing to pay war taxes, A 
Philadelphia Quaker family  re- 
withheld payment of 54.6 
per their 1948 Federal in- 
come tax, the amount that would 


cently 


cent of 


go to preparation for war. A check 
f sum equal to the amount 
withheld was sent to the American 
Friends Service Committee to be 
used in relief abroad. The 
Friends Intelligencer reported that 
this Quaker tax payer wrote to the 
tax collector “that the peace time 
conscription recently inaugurated 


tor a 


work 


indicated that the government was 
preparing for war, that the United 
States itself in the Nuremberg 
trials had supported the ‘principle 
that a citizen... should refuse to 
obey his government when his gov- 
ernment ordered him to do an evil 
act, and that such ‘inhuman bar- 
harities resorted to in the Second 
World War’ as ‘spattering burning 
phosphorus on babies, women, and 
men, ‘annihilation of the populace 
of large cities by atomie bombs’ 
was ‘contrary to Christ's teach- 
ing 

WAR TENSIONS: As we have 
often reported, our leading mili- 
tary experts do not personally be- 
lieve that a quick military victory 
over Russia is possible, in spite of 
the frequent statements to the con- 
trary by the drum thumpers who 
still talk about war as if it were 
a vacation excursion. But Gen. 
Omar Bradley, Army Chief of 
Staff, in a speech in Chicago flatly 
labeled those who speak of a quick 
Russia as “fools.” Gen. 
Bradley said we may live in a per- 
iod of tension with Russia for a 
whole generation but it is better to 
tension than to “exhaust 
ourselves in war.” 

AMERICAN DIPLOMACY 
stumbles too. When our UN dele- 
Warren Austin, replied to 
the Russian disarmament proposal, 


win over 


live in 


gate, 


he concluded by saying, sneering- 
lv, that it was just another Rus- 
“oriental maneuver.” All 
around him sat delegates from 


(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 
Communist expansion.—conceiving of it in purely military terms when 
the earth literally swarms with evidence that communism seeks to ex- 
pand threugh the subterranean channels of chaos, hunger, despair and 
frustration and not through the force of marehing armies as did nazism. 
So far, protiting mightily through the war and post-war military activi 
ties, there has been an alliance between the big military and big’ busi 
hess groups,—with Truman so far leading the parade from the rear! 

BUT NOW, with the mandate of 
strength from the people and his campaign pronouncements, which were 
frankly Deal 
program on the way. There is considerable likelihood that the powerful 


President’s new personal 


far too given to be ignored, business sees a second New 
core of the business world will decide it won’t pay to go along with a 
hoom supported by the anti-Russian defense program, since revived New 
Deal reforms will syphon off the cream anyway. The big dollar men may 
try to create an economie detlation that will center right around the 
White House and a Democrat-controlled Congress in 1952. “Hooverize 
do to Truman in 1952 what the Democrats did to Hoover in 


is becoming 


Truman 
19332” a whispered slogan. This will at any rate be an im- 
portant focus of struggle behind the seenes the next few months. 
HEN THE PUBLIC OPINION POLL 
through a long overdue overhaul, it could again settle down as a 
sound scientitie service to the public need. The leaders of the poll busi- 


business has gone 


ness have realized for some time that they were drifting into a dilemma. 
They made their money by selling their services to wealthy publishers 
and corporations, and to make their business grow they had to please 
the bosses. Although hotly denied by the poll takers, it has been known 
for a long time among experts (see Between The Lines May 24, 1948) 
that the opinion samplers were angling their questions to get a reaction 
pleasing to their rich sponsors. Praetieally all questions, for instanee, 
that were related to labor problems always came up with an anti-labor 
slant, because the questions might be put thus: “Is the union shop bad 
for the worker—worse than the open shop?” Sure,” answers Mrs. Stew- 
kettle, “much worse.” Now Mrs. Stewkettle never saw the inside of a 
shop at all, either union shop or open shop,—and if they had asked her, 
“Is the union shop much better for the worker,—better than the open 
shop?” she would say “Sure, much better.” 

In addition to weighted questions, there is the problem of human 
frailty in opinion polls, as reported in Tide Magazine for March 14, 1947. 
In the right hand column below are the percentages of answers to the 
question, “Which of the following statements most closely coincides with 
your opinion of the Metallic Metals Act?” 

A good move on the part of the U.S. is 21 % 
good thing if left to the individual states ... 
All right for foreign countries but not for U. S. 

It is of no value at all . Ss ees 

Actually of course there isn’t any such act! 

But the open switch that the whole public opinion poll business 
hit in the GOP election debacle, along with powerful press and radio 
interests seeking to stampede the country against Truman, had seemed 
like a safe maneuver for there was that rebellion against Democratie 
congressmen in the 46 election. But when the whole thing backfired, 
then the rich publishers and corporation heads accused the poor poll ex- 
perts of taking them for a ride and misleading them! The publie opinion 
polls could render real service 


58.60% 
15.7% 


A 


if they were honest, realistie and un- 
biased. They will ho doubt become so now—or more or less Vanish from 


the scene. 





IFT EXTRAORDINARY! What would you say if were 

told that you could present as a gift—the foresight of some of 
the best economic minds in America ... the judgement of some of the 
ablest social scientists in the country ... the interpretation of some 
of the most unprejudiced observers in politics and diplomacy ... all 
of them individuals whose thinking is chiefly influenced by Christian 
principles? You would say, “Extraordinary!” Yet that is the very 
thing that Between The Lines offers. We watch the reports that come 
from such authoritative sources, glean from the best available and 
offer it in the spirit of Christian service—all for only one dollar a 
year! Naturally since we are simply seeking the truth in our own 
day—and not trying to uphold any particular political or economic 
viewpoint—some readers find Between The Lines pretty stout report- 
ing. But it is desperately needed and many of your friends and rela- 
tives would be permanently grateful if you introduced them to this 
unique service through Christmas gift subscriptions. Make out your 
list, send one dollar for each name and we will forward a Christmas 
sard announcement to each name you send in. Time is short—Christ- 
mas mail is slow—don’t put it off. 


you 











The Moving Spotlight 
(continued) 

China, India and other oriental 
countries! The Russian UN 
spokesmen never fails to jump in 
to champion the cause of colored 
peoples—while we are too often 
awkwardly out-maneuvered — by 
such remarks as Mr. Austin’s into 
revealing our deep-seated racial 
snobbishness which is costing us 
tnuch im an awakening world,—a 
world predominately colored. 

PROGRESSIVE PRESS: The 
press and radio, controlled by weal- 
thy men, frequently represent and 
defend the uon-progressive 
obstructionist viewpoints on social 


most 


and economic issues. But there are 
sometimes encouraging exceptions. 
The News-Star at Shawnee, Okla., 
reviewing the test case of Negro 
constitutional rights in education 
at the University of Oklahoma, re- 
cently ran this bold editorial: 

‘By ordering admission of 
Negro graduate student to the 
University of Oklahoma on a seg- 
regated basis, Oklahoma has again 
exhibited another ridiculous touch 
to a fantastie exhibition of bigotry. 

“Apparently if the Negro ac- 
cepts the unwelcome admission, he 
will be seated in a roped-off space 
to prevent contamination of the 
white students. He can sit there 
while professors lecture about the 
superiority of democracy and the 
equality of man. And the students 
can view him as an example of 
democracy in practice. 

“Oklahoma is an unhappy ado- 
lescent state, racially speaking. It 
is now going through the painful 
throes of growing up, growing 
away from its childish attitudes 
and inherited racial antagonisms. 
Neero children have been sharing 
¢lass-rooms with white children in 
other states for many, Many years 
and the most talented 
graduates of northern colleges and 
universities are Negroes. Why 
should Oklahoma suffer continuous 
spasms over something that, once 


some otf 


axecepted, won’t matter an iota? 
“Regents and state officials ap- 
parently tried to erect one last bar- 
rier for the Negro to hurdle. But 
it was a silly ineffectual thing they 
did. The students, like those of Ar- 
kansas University, will laugh it out 
of existence. Sympathy for the per- 
secuted will foree school officials 
to accept the Negro on the basis 
of full equality as a student. And 
in the future, Negro students will 
eventually come to be judged indi- 
vidually on their respective merits 
as are white students. 
“Eventually, the University of 
Oklahoma will have a Negro foot- 
ball star and later several of them. 
And the days of a roped-off class- 
room will seem as medieval as 
those of the whipping post.” 
What a power the press can be 
when it is on the side of progress! 





